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In the spring and the summer you will notice that the leaves on trees are green. This is

because is taking place. In order for to occur, the leaf takes
in certain that will help with the process. A needs to take a gas from the
air called . Carbon dioxide comes from animals when they breathe. Plants
also need , which they get from their taking it out of the ground. The
third thing that a plant needs to start is the light from the

Plants capture and make their own using it. The process of

is what allows the plants to make their own food. Photosynthesis allows

the each leaf to capture energy. The captured energy is used to build

carbohydrates from simple raw materials (water, carbon dioxide and minerals). These

carbohydrates, also known as , are the plants food. The plant sonait




sugar, but also some. Photosynthesis also needs the following raw materials to
function: carbon dioxide and water. breathe out so this gives
the plants the carbon dioxide they need. The materials enter the plant either at the

or the

the leaf there is chlorophyll. This chlorophyll is what the
sun’s light. is also what gives the leaves a . The sunlight is

converted into , which is necessary to continue the process of photosynthesis.
When this chemical energy is introduced to the carbon dioxide and the water, glucose (sugar)

and oxygen are created. A very simple way to put thisis: € D »
w + C +S s 0 « 5

There are different parts of the leaf that make this process possible. There are 3

which are pores on the underside of leaves. These pores let air enter the leaf and then at
and they allow for water to evaporate. The chiorophyll

night the pores release

is what gives the plants their green color. is found in the cells of the plants
inside chloroplasts. A is like a home for chiorophyil.

QUESTIONS

1. What do plants need to acquire to perform photosynthesis?

2  Where does photosynthesis take place?

3 What chemical is responsible for photosynthesis?

4 How is photosynthesis an energy transfer?
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7. What role do the stomata play in photosynthesis?

8. What role does chlorophyll play in photosynthesis?
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9. Mmisﬂ\epu'poscofsra'ch?
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